
Smiling for Smiddy

20 years of funding  
cancer research
Honouring a legacy

Smiling for Smiddy was established in 2006 to 
commemorate Adam Smiddy, a gifted physiotherapist 
and triathlete who tragically passed away from 
melanoma at the age of 26. Prior to his passing, Adam 
often spoke about his dream of riding from Brisbane to 
Home Hill, his hometown on the outskirts of Townsville. 
He shared the idea with his close mate Sharky, who 
acknowledged it but hadn’t yet committed. After 
Adam passed away on 6 August, Sharky was on the 
bike within weeks, joined by two mates—Ron, a friend 
of Sharky’s, and Ollie, a mate of both Sharky and 
Adam. Together, they rode 1,600 kilometres and raised 
$24,000 to support the fight against cancer.

What began as a tribute ride has grown into a 
powerful movement, rallying athletes and supporters 
to fund life-saving cancer research at Mater. Since 
2006, Mater Smiling for Smiddy has contributed 
over $16 million to essential cancer research at 
Mater. This research has had profound national 
and international impacts, driving advancements 
in immunology, anti-cancer vaccines, new drug 
development, and methods to mitigate the side 
effects of cancer treatments.

Why we ride, run, swim or rally

Cancer continues to affect 1 in 2 Australians by the 
age of 85 and melanoma, prostate, breast, and 
ovarian cancers remain among the most diagnosed 
and deadly*. Smiddy fundraisers are helping change 
that—one kilometre, one dollar, one breakthrough at 
a time.

Where your funds go

Funds are used to support dedicated teams of 
researchers at Mater Research, who are working 

on potentially life-saving research into the causes, 
prevention and treatment of various types of cancer.

Your support has lasting impact

Smiddy isn’t just about fundraising—it’s about 
community, courage, and connection. Your support 
helps fund treatments that save lives, stories that 
inspire, and a future where cancer is no longer a life 
sentence.

Be part of the movement

Whether you’re riding, running, donating, or cheering 
from the sidelines, you’re helping to make a real 
difference.

Smiddy’s story is one of connection—between mates, 
milestones, and moments that matter. What began 
as a one-off ride to honour a mate lost to cancer has 
grown into a powerful movement that’s helped drive 
real progress in cancer research at Mater.

Now, as we look to the future, your support can help 
shape what comes next. It’s a long, tough road—but 
together, we can go beyond.

So, we ask simply: Are you in?

Join or donate today: smiddy.org.au

�� Immunotherapy 
breakthroughs for melanoma 

and ovarian cancer

Every dollar raised supports Mater Research, funding cutting-edge projects including:

� Precision medicine 
targeting genetic 
defects in tumours

Clinical trials  
that offer hope  

and healing

� Early-career  
researchers driving 

innovation



Timeline of Smiddy Fundraising

*(AIHW, 2024) - Cancer data in Australia, Overview of cancer in Australia, 2024 
- Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.

2006
First Smiddy Challenge ride from 
Brisbane to Townsville. In the same 
year, Mater researchers begin a 
Phase 1 clinical trial of a treatment 
for prostate cancer.

2008
Smiling for Smiddy partners 
with Mater Foundation to raise 
funds for prostate cancer and 
melanoma research.

2009
Mater researchers study how 
inappropriate inflammation 
through the ‘mucosal barrier’ is 
initiated in the body and how it 
leads to cancer.

2015
BDCA-1BDC-01 vaccine clinical 
trial results published.  Mater 
researchers start developing 
antibody drug that kills ovarian 
cancer cells in pre-clinical models 
of ovarian cancer.

2019
Mater researchers lead a clinical trial 
to harness CAR-T cells as therapy 
for patients with primary refractory 
aggressive lymphoma.

2020
Researchers trial a new 
‘precision-medicine’ agent 
designed to deliver anti-
cancer drugs to patients 
with advanced disease. 
Professor John Hooper 
progresses targeted 
treatments for advanced 
cancers beyond prostate.

2021
 A world-first therapy conducted by Professor Maher 
Gandhi provides a cure for patients with a rare type 
of lymphoma. Funding secured to conduct a larger, 
national study of this new therapy.

2022
Associate Professor Jim 

Coward conducts a Phase II 
study in a bid to progress vital 

research into the treatment 
of ovarian cancer, targeting 

treatment-resistant stem cells 
to prevent cancer recurrence.

2023
Novel Dendritic Cell vaccine 
provides new hope for cancer 
treatment. 2024

 Professor Kristen Radford unveils multiple 
vaccine strategies for multiple cancers. 
Professor John Hooper progresses 
targeted treatments for advanced 
cancers beyond prostate.

2010
Mater researchers conduct clinical 
trials to develop a simple blood test to 
screen for ovarian cancer and identify 
women who need further testing.

2016
Professor Allison Pettit, in collaboration with Professor John Hooper, publish significant 
research findings that define a novel mechanism in prostate cancer bone metastasis; 
exposing a potential therapeutic mechanism that could be manipulated to break the 
metastatic prostate cancer viscous cycle and increase treatment response rates.

2014
A way to make chemotherapy safer and 

reduce its debilitating side effects is created 
and cell receptors that appear to promote the 
growth of tumours in the bone are discovered.

2011
 In an Australian first, Mater researchers commence 
a three-year trial into lymphedema with the aim to 

halve the number of patients diagnosed with this 
debilitating side effect of cancer treatment.

2012
The Mater Ovarian Cancer 

Research Collaborative 
(MOCRC) was formed to find 

better diagnosis, therapies 
and potential vaccines for 

ovarian cancer.

2013
Mater Cancer Care Centre’s Art 

Therapy program launches to 
provide patients with relief from 

the emotional and physical stress 
of cancer treatment.

2017
Professor Brian Gabrielli, 

Smiling for Smiddy Cell 
Cycle Melanoma Research 

Group Leader, publishes 
on the challenges and 

opportunities of cell 
cycle-tailored targeting of 

metastatic melanoma.

2018
Professor Brian Gabrielli joins 

the peloton for the 1600km 
Brisbane to Townsville 

“Challenge” ride, the original 
Smiddy ride. Funds raised 

are used to support his team 
in their understanding of the 
defective mechanisms that 

allow cancer to grow and 
how they can be treated.

2007
Mater Research QIMR conduct melanoma 
immunotherapy trial, achieving sustained 

remission in some patients.


